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Linking Lives and Shifting Contexts: Critical Reflections on Qualitative Life Course
Methodologies
Catherine Locke and Peter Lloyd-Sherlbck

Abstract

This paper reflects on the experience of two défifitimethodologies for qualitative life course
analysis: firstly, the elicited narratives of 22et people in Buenos Aires focusing on their
lifetime relations with their children and whatghmeans for their current wellbeing;
secondly, in-depth semi-structured interviews o¥60ng adults in Zambia focusing on their
life trajectories with respect to educational ampkyment choices, opportunities and
experiences. In both methodologies, the role ¢dlihlives and of wider social, economic and
political changes was central.

The paper addresses three core themes: firstlghlienges and opportunities of two
approaches to making sense of widely disparatatnaes of linked lives; secondly, two
possibilities for engaging with the subjectivitytbe narrative accounts of linked lives;
thirdly, two approaches to exploring how individexiperiences and the lives to which they
are linked are rooted in wider shifts in sociabmamic and political contexts.

Introduction

This paper reflects on the experience of usingdifferent methodologies for qualitative life
course analysfawith attention on linked lives: firstly, the elied narratives of 22 older
people in Buenos Aires with respect to their lifegirelations with their children and their
current wellbeingj secondly, 60 in-depth semi-structured interviefvgoung adults in
Zambia focusing on their life trajectories fromtbjrthrough youth to early adulthood with an
emphasis on education and employrhidntboth cases there was a strong emphasis aedink
lives by exploring the role of family, friends aather individuals/institutions as well as on
the influence of shifting social, political and @oonic contexts on individual experiences. In
both cases only the primary research subject wasviawed, so although linked lives were a
key preoccupation, these methodologies offer gaatieounts as the children, grandchildren,
parents and friends who feature in these acco@aws ho independent voice.

! School of International Development Studies, Ursitg of East Anglia, UK. Comments and
feedback te.locke@uea.ac.uk hanks are due to Janet Seeley for her thougttfuiments on a draft
version. Responsibility for any errors and for opits expressed are the authors.

2 Our focus is qualitative life course methodologing a life history approach, namely retrospective
biographical accounts of a life that have beeriteticby a researcher (Watson and Watson-Franke
1985).

® This research was self-funded by Lloyd-Sherloatk bocke.

* This research, as discussed later, was commissionéhe World Bank but responsibility for any
errors and opinions expressed remains with theoasith

® In the ageing research we were concerned that mldiwiduals would not feel so free to expressrthe
opinions if they knew that we were also interviegvppartners, children and grandchildren. In the
economic empowerment of youth study interviewingepés, siblings, partners or individual's teachers
or employees may have constrained young peoplcteptable scripts’ and taking this on would have
presented unmanageable logistical problems foiraady large study. In both cases, the resulting
narratives show that it would have been difficaltietermine a priori who it was most significant to
interview, that those who were most accessiblemat@ecessarily the most pertinent in the subjecti
accounts, and that many informants were highly déest on or vulnerable to those to whom their
lives were linked.
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Table 1: Two Methodologies for Qualitative Life Gea Analysis

Research Focus Aim and key question Methodology

Older people’s lifetime relations «  Exploratory » Elicited narrative, fairly
with their children and their ¢ How do lifetime relations ‘free-flowing’ by a
influence on current wellbeing with children influence principal investigator
(Lloyd-Sherlock and Locke older people’s wellbeing? | « 22 older men and women
2008 ) from a single socially-

excluded neighbourhood of
Buenos Aires in 2006

Young adults life trajectories | «  Diagnostic * Semi-structured interview
with an emphasis on educationad  What factors challenge or combining open and closed
and employment choices, enhance the agency of questions by two field
opportunities and experiences young people in their ques researchers

(Locke, Verschoor and Dudwick  for economic « 60 young men and women
2008) empowerment? purposively selected from

three purposively selected
sites in Zambia in 2007

Whilst these do not represent ‘innovative’ methodas per se, they do represent
dramatically under-scrutinised methodologies (Boa@2:121). In methodological terms, to
varying degrees, both these experiences may besdiby many qualitative life history
researchers as heretical: in each case the resedaiotcted the account, shaped it in
particular ways and variously ‘interfered’ with themediated story these informants might
have told about their lives (Wengraf 2001). Fumhare, methods of analytical interpretation,
again to varying degrees, selected and editingespdesented these life stories, and thus
might be perceived as destroying the essentiajiityethat is the key thing that individual
subjective accounts have to offer (Watson and Waksanke 1985). However, the intention
here is to argue that a more thematically focuset(hus directed) approach to qualitative
life course analysis has a strong role to playeotetical and policy-relevant research and
that whilst such research may not follow the nareainterpretive approach of many life
history researchers this should not absolve us fndtical scrutiny of these methodologies
and the extent to which they are able to deliveigints that are both credible and valuable.
Life course research remains marginal to estalifileéds of research despite recent
consolidations of ideas about this methodology {L&nd the Pavie Team 2005:3) or its
longer roots within qualitative life history reselar(see for instance, Watson and Watson-
Franke 1985).

This is certainly true for development studies, fibk in which Peter and | predominantly
work®, despite the potential for life course analysiadd value to existing research
methodologies. Development studies is an interijglisary field of social science that
addresses social and economic change with pamjduwanot exclusive, reference to
developing countries. The life course paradigm €EIP95) like development studies values
inter-disciplinarity highly. Life course analysisijth its emphasis on self-defined transitions,
trajectories and turning points, offers importamantages for qualitative life history research
in the varied cultural settings of developing coigstin which existing expectations and
experiences of life stages are often changing hapithe emphasis in life course analysis on
subjective lives in changing contexts provides shadology that is well orientated to pursue
development studies’ central concern with how ligabjectivities of lifetime experiences of
poverty, exclusion and vulnerability are linkedhese wider social factors (Davis 2006a:9).
The potential for a strong analysis of inter-deemy through a focus on ‘linked lives’
(Elder 1974) resonates well with more relationdlars of wellbeing in developing countries
and helps to counter the tendency towards methgaalbindividualism implicit in

® Ccatherine’s disciplinary background is in sociglpgnthropology and politics with a focus on gender
Peter is a social scientist who focuses on socilidywith a special interest in the health sectogial
protection and ageing.
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mainstream neoliberal economics (Levy and the PBs#&@m 2005:6). In contrast to static
measures of wellbeing, life course analysis fat#is a dynamic view that is particularly
valuable given development studies focus on howgs®es of change affect human
experience over time.

Life history work within development studies hasded to adopted a semi-structured
interview method that aims to “capture the concdetiils of lives in context” (Cairns and
Cairns 2002:292) without allowing data collectiorbe overwhelmed by standardised
procedures in way that might destroy the ‘intimagfyharrative accounts (Davis 2006a).
Paerregaard also argues that development resedehd ‘life-focused approach’ to
qualitative life history that “allows us to regattk life story as a trace of some external
reality that is more than the story itse{f’998:np) thus occupying a rather different
epistemological terrain from more ‘story-focuseppeoache$ In this sense, the
practice of qualitative life course analysis in elepment studies is somewhat ‘heterodox’.
Despite the increasing use of life course methagletoin development studfeshe generally
pragmatic orientation of this field has so far gabed very little reflection on this
methodology nor the implications of its heterodatune (but see Baulch and Scott 2006,
Hobcraft 2007, and DRC Migration, Globalisation d&wlerty and the Innocenti Research
Centre 2007).

The attempt here is then to make small contributicthis direction by explicitly reflecting

on two contrasting methodological experiences vatpect to their treatment of linked lives
and dynamic contextual variables. We do this selelgtto focus on three themes, whilst
acknowledging that there remain a very large nurobenethodological concerns that we do
not touch on that are also significant. Firstly, laek at the challenges and opportunities of
two approaches to making sense of widely disparatetives of linked lives (through
common themes and cautious synthesis). Secondlgxplere two possibilities for engaging
more fully with the subjectivity of the narrativeaunts of linked lives (by probing the social
construction of relations with family, friends aathers and by combining analysis of today’s
retrospective accounts of these relations withteamgpt to reconstruct these relations as they
unfolded over ‘real’ time). Thirdly, we reflect awo approaches to exploring how individual
experiences of purposively selected informantsbeamore effectively rooted in wider social,
economic and political contexts (by nesting witb@tondary data and by probing informants’
social norms). We conclude that ongoing reflecbarmore heterodox life course
methodologies has significant potential to enhdheevalidity and credibility of life course
research and the influence that it wields. As phthis, we argue that it is possible to strike a
careful balance between deliberately unstructueethtive-interpretive methods and more
pragmatic, focussed strategies. Moreover, we afwatereflection on life course methodology
is a core part of the reflexivity that is critidalthe integrity and validity of every qualitative
research inquiry (Mason 2002).

Analysing multiple narratives of linked lives
Life histories, even of individuals within the samérposive category, are widely divergent in

many respects, sometimes in almost every respbetdifficulty of tracking linked lives is
made even more complicated, as many researchezdisnovered, by the ‘inconvenient’

" Rather than a more purely constructivist viewifef $tories as narrator’s inventions, this
epistemological space is more positivist althougs not confined to a single position and is naigl

fact entirely positivist, as we shall discuss laiar

8 Applications in development studies are variedHave notably included the study of livelihood
trajectories, experiences of wellbeing over lifetjraxperiences of ageing, the impact of childhood
poverty on later life, and lifetime migration exparces (such as Davis 2006b, Hobcraft 2007, Gardner
2002, Harriss and Osella 2008, Seeley 2008, Segigy umwekwase forthcoming 2009, Whitehead et
al 2007 and the TRANS-NET Project (2009-2011)).
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tendency of relatives to get ‘lost’, to be forgattéo be ‘not spoken of’, to die, to be adopted,
to suddenly appear or re-appear in the respontieess(for example, Kreager and Schroeder-
Butterfill 2006). In each case our approach tolirag linked lives was respondent-centric: we
focused on what our respondents’ had to say ahogetwho were important in their lives at
various times, their relationships with them, arthiit meant for them: we did not attempt to
track the parallel lives of family and friends mda@adly over time. Thus individual linked
lives come in and out of focus throughout our iptetations of particular life courses and in
this sense the dynamism or stability in the bufi@meaningfully linked lives represents a
core part of the data to be analysed. Neverthekesations in life trajectories, including in
linked lives, pose serious challenges for makingseef a number of narratives, rather than
of an individual narrative. We resolved the diffiguof making sense of widely disparate
narratives of linked lives in contrasting wayslie two projects. Our choices were guided
partly by the intentions of the project and by télative strengths of our methodologies.

The work with older people was primarily explorativ intent and the relatively free-flowing
narratives provided a rich understanding of howy thiewed their lives and their lifetime
relations with various children and others. Ourcaptual methodology evolved from an
initial interest in tracing the direct links betwelife course fertility and later life wellbeing to
more complex and nuanced appreciations about pai@ntent views of links to their
different children’s lives across time. As an exptory study sited within a specific
neighbourhood, our sample was chosen opporturigtibaough a gatekeeper who was also
a resident of that neighbourhdotVe did not attempt a synthesis of narrativesis ¢ase,

but instead focused on analysing common themesnihie narratives, namely
commonalities and differences in how informantgmefd to particular relationships, turning
points or changes in circumstances as significanbb In presenting our analysis we choose
to foreground contrasting pairs of individual néii@s to give a detailed treatment of the
themes and then to follow this with a more gensealibut brief account of how that theme
appeared in the wider group of narratives. Thigaeggh preserved much of the integrity of
individual life histories whilst enabling us to dape the variety of experiences of linked lives
within the wider group.

Almost every informant had a child who had gonetigh a serious life crisis that had
impacted on the informant’s wellbeing, but thespacts varied in their severity. For
example, the event of the loss of a child was ifledtby some as a turning point in their
lives, but for others it was not. To illustratestiwe contrasted the experience of Carlos (79
years) and Daniela (68 years):

Carlos was devastated by his only son’s deathicpéatly bitter because it occurred
when his wife’s child bearing was complete. Althbug still feels his loss keenly,
his grief has been tempered by the discovery ttresbn had left a child with whom
Carlos has since established an ongoing relatipnihicontrast, the loss of one of
her sons was not so shattering for Daniela. Thetkeyng point in her life was her
conversion at the age of 49 years to evangelicak@dmity in the wake of a
different sort of crisis: her youngest son, RuliEing abandoned by his wife and
children. The inner strength she drew from hegrefi enabled her to cope with the
subsequent death of her son, Luis, after a lorigyi®f illness and alcohol abuse.
For Carlos the chief pains and pleasures of reésWiére his relations with his
children and despite grief for his son, he hasectetationship with his two
daughters and his understanding of his relationsftip his grandchildren is at times

° The gatekeeper was asked to identify people wheidered themselves to be ‘old people’. The 17
women and 5 men interviewed ranged from 57 to &0syavith 20 aged over 60 years. The sample
size was loosely arrived at to strike a balancesben a degree of data saturation, the rather limite
time that Peter could spend in the field, and wanto construct a convincingly gendered perspective
despite our initial focus on older women. Most iaiews were conducted in the gatekeeper’s own
house and usually entailed a single meeting. Téidvliork took place in August 2006.
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parental. For Daniela, religion supplemented argbtoe extent substituted, social
relationships with children for those formed thrbubge church giving her
substantial resilience in the face of a child’stddarécised from Lloyd-Sherlock
and Locke 2008).

The disadvantages of this strategy for interpregind then reporting our data were that in
some senses these fore-grounded accounts canrbasss¢anding for’ the wider data set,
even though no claims were made as to their reptabeeness. Nevertheless, it is clear that
some of the narratives were under-utilised in tyssis raising questions about the
justification for selection of the fore groundedbses and additionally that only a relatively
small proportion of the data is available for acaiescrutiny by others (the detail of the
remaining 18 narratives on that theme being inceffencealed). This approach is premised
on the belief that within life history work:

“To understand some of the complexities, complaragiand confusion within the
life of just one member of a community is to gaisights into the collective. In
saying this we are not invoking an essentialishtidhat to understand (however
partially) one is to understandll. Rather, we are suggesting that every in-depth
exploration of an individual life-in-context brings much closer to understanding
the complexities of lives in communities” (Cole afdowles 2001:11).

Whilst this technique of focusing on a very seleetiumber of cases for reporting data is
established academic practice within certain cirglaere the value of qualitative research is
well acceptetf, it has serious implications for developing thedibility of this methodology
for a wider audiencé The strategy adopted in the second study doee sa@y to addressing
that audience’s concerns but with certain costduding most significantly the extent to
which it solicited and preserved stories that irdirals wanted to tell about their lives.

The intention of the youth life histories reseanas to provide a diagnostic insight for policy
makers. The focus on the economic empowermenbuathywas a given but from the outset
this included an interest in processes of dis-engpowent and the framing idea proved
sufficiently broad and open to accommodate to & kage degree a life course analysis. The
diagnostic imperative militated towards a much ¢éargample size, a purposive sample of
more and less successful youth from three conigsites’, a semi-structured interview
format and a much greater degree of synthesisraditinges. These methodological choices
both hindered and enabled the synthesis: 60 ifdafgrviews produced around 4,000 pages
of data that were labour intensive to code andyapratven with the help of qualitative
analysis software but the purposive sampling aedsémi-structured nature of the life
histories provided structure that facilitated thipthesis. In particular we constructed different
categories of the young people’s progress towardsa@mic success (see table 2) that we

% The orthodoxy of presented a few cases to stanhéomany is illustrated by Shenk et al (2002)
which relies on two cases.

* A research proposal based on this methodologyheasily criticised by quantitative gerontologists
who saw little merit in qualitative life historiesd viewed the proposed sample size (of 60) as too
small. In contrast, the journal publishing the papem this study requested we reduce our
commentary on methodology because they regardedsid well recognised as not to need justification.
12 The purposive criteria included gender (male amdéfle), location (urban Lusaka, rural Eastern and
industrialised Copperbéf), and kinds of employment (seven categories innluthe unemployed).
Because our intention was to expltwsv young Zambians progress along a path towards @ticno
empowerment, our sample was heavily biased towanfzEn areas and to young Zambians who are
employed. For example, 30% of our sample are im&employment as compared to only 17% of all
Zambians over 12 years of age. This bias is muehatgr for women than for men, as women are equally
represented in our sample. Young people fittingptgoosive criteria were identified from work anabfic
places by two interviewers, with attention paicitmiding the clustering of interviewees by movimguand
different locations in each research site.
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used to make sense of their trajectories in corepario their original circumstances and way
markers along the route, such as educational asiment.

Table 2: Analytical categories of progress towadsnomic success (Locke et al 2008:8)

Category Defining characteristics

Already successful Already earn high salaries aneIstrong prospects for the future.

Going places Earn good salaries. Although everyortieis group has completed high school only some
have any tertiary education, and they are likelyrtprove their economic position in the
future.

Solid start Earn fair salaries, but while they henade a solid start in either employment, self-

employment or business, they are yet to establ&tcare position, complete their
training, or realise their potential.

May have potential Earn lower, but reasonably seealaries, either from skilled or supervisory tioss,
from informal employment or self-employment. Thgeeng Zambians have yet to get
on the path to success but have aspirations athezwise unproven and may yet be
able to do so.

Little potential Earn lower or variable salariadaw skilled or low paid jobs in the informal arrial
sector or through self-employment. Thgeang Zambians have little potential to progress
economically from where they stand at the momauttttey are working.

Unable to find a job Unable to attain appropriatepyment over considerable periods of time andriles
themselves as ‘unemployéd’ They may or may not be actively seeking employim@an
do ‘nothing’, some do subsistence farming or takgiece-work in the informal sector,
while others earn more substantial income frommscsient or informal activities unrela
to their career aspirations. Thegeing Zambians have little or no relevant experience.

Earning nothing or very little and living in chraaily poor households. This group are
highly excluded from mainstream society and anedea in severe poverty.

This categorisation was based upon a combinati@mid and etic criteria to respond
sensitively to engage with the real experiencaafofmants and the desire to inform up-
stream policy makers through the study. They wetantended however as a ‘model’ life
course nor to infer linear progression towards eomn success. The life histories revealed
that there was considerable potential for young @ans to leap over several rungs if they
succeeded in business or in getting a good jobefisaw to slide down several rungs if their
business failed or they lost their job. Importarttlg categories facilitated a disaggregated
analysis of a large data set. For example, they weeful for us in exploring why losing a
parent was critical in determining the path of sgmeng people but made relatively little
impact for others.

“Half in our sample made reference to adverse famiflcumstances during
childhood or while growing up: the death of onéboth parents, divorce, and neglect
or abuse.... In these circumstances, the availalofigiternative sponsors to ‘pick
up’ children, ‘take’ them to school and importarlgo provide a loving and
supportive environment appear to be critical tqpstig childhood experiences. The
young Zambians who faced difficult events but who found adoptiv@mes that
conferred advantages (financial security, educatioantinuity, loving support)
were insulated against severe repercussions forlifieepath while others who were
not so fortunate faced extreme difficulties (finehtardship, educational disruption
or truncation, neglect, discrimination and abuse)even parental death was not
necessarily disastrous for children or young peapliner the impact depends
largely on the emotional and financial securityt thir remaining family networks
can offer.” (Locke et al 2008:38-39)

13 Self-definition as ‘unemployed’ is key to this egory of progress toward economic success. Our
interest here is in young people’s self-perceptems as a result this category is not equivalent to
standard ILO type definitions of unemployment. ledeonly some in our category of ‘unable to find a
job’ are ‘doing nothing’. Others are involved intiaities to make money but what distinguishes them
from those in other categories who have taken ligesgployment or employment is that this group are
not willing to define their occupations in termstbhbse income-generating activities (they perceive
these as secondary, they are not professionalyant) and they see themselves as seeking or gaitin
for ‘proper’ work or business opportunities.
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This is of course not unproblematic: the structhed facilitates the synthesis is also the
framework that we researchers have imposed uposiohies that these informants might
otherwise tell and the synthesis itself is not witha cost in terms of destroying the integrity
of individual life histories. This was controlledl some extent by the careful attempt to
capture and interpret the range of experiencesiwgroup’ (using pseudonyms) and to
highlight nuances and ambiguities therein with higtelective use of verbatim quotattan
For example, on the impact of parental divorce wote that:

“While those who stayed with their father afteratiee, like Simon, Abraham and
Joseph, were less likely to see divorce as a keynig point in their early lives, this
was not the case for Rose (‘economically excludadt for Jones (‘may have
potential’) as we saw above. Rose’s father remduaied circumstances rapidly
deteriorated for her at home as a result of sysierabuse and the legal situation
surrounding the agreement of her parents’ divoreanhthat she was not able to seek
refuge with her mother. Rose recalls that whena@syeld “I was being segregated a
lot by my father. | was hated a lot by my fathey, father loved my brothers a lot and
my other sister [...] | was always being beaten upnyyfather when he came back
from work”. Her step-mother also abused her, faydier to do housework late at night
and early in the morning. Things got even worsernMRese became pregnant as a
schoolgirl.” (Locke et al 2008:37)

Nevertheless our framework was orientated to expgidiactors enabling or constraining
economic empowerment and in this sense ‘muted’ €Aed 1975) to some degree the
experiences of less successful or unsuccessfuhyalubd could not ‘talk our talk’. Our design
was therefore limited in its capacity to explore ttaays that unsuccessful youth thought about
their own lives even though traces of these franmksvavere visible in their open-ended
answersThis was apparent in the frequent mention by yottihsthey were ‘just sitting’ or
‘just waiting’ or were ‘squeezing themselves i Zambia, to be ‘just sitting’ is about being
economically unproductive or dependent and involvemral judgement of being useféss
Becoming economically productive or self-sustainmg key aspect of the transition to
adulthood in Zambia and a crucial requirement foraa to be able to marry. It is distinct
from ‘just waiting’ (for opportunities to come algmr for husbands to give them a little
capital) because although also inactive this waitas for something, it was purposeful. An
illustration of its moral value was clear when am@rmant asked about his employment told
us that he was ‘just waiting and going to churthiable to build independent incomes, many
urban youth remained living with older relativas;luding parents but often uncles. Unable
to contribute economically to the household the@spnce is resented, and sometimes
reflected in discriminatory access to food, andrtbentinued residence is insecure if other
(earning) relatives need somewhere to live. “Songehemselves in” betrays their everyday
experience of shame at still being burdens rebarthe whim of their families. As Calves et
al (2009: 122) show, the ‘fuzzy transitory stai@sivhich these youth find themselves may
seem to ‘defy analysis’ because they don’t confrraxpected pathways but they are
increasingly central to developing a better un@eding of urban youth in African cities.

The stronger input by researchers into shapingénetives of the respondents represented in
some sense a loss, but facilitated a greater syistbédata. However, this synthesis itself

* These selections are reliant on researcher diserand tensions have to be managed between
‘cherry-picking’ quotations and offering a more &ated portrayal.

15 Lucy sees her tailoring job as better than “sittamgl doing nothing”; Tamara was widowed and,
together with her sister, she supports her parbatswo children, two brothers in school as wsll a

two sisters who “just sit” and so she complaingfthis no one helping properly at home, becausé¢ mos
of the people | have mentioned in my home, theygitsat home”. Boniface regards himself as
‘unemployed’ but works as a porter to earn moneketep his wife, her two younger brothers and his
child because (he says) his nephew, who also didubrk, told him “that | can't just be sitting”.
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incurred further costs of a different nature: itsvextremely labour-intensive, even with the
use of qualitative analysis software, and the regiothe analysis was extensive (200 pages).
Although this study may be more convincing to aexidhulti-disciplinary audience of policy
makers, in terms of sample size and analyticabtri§ its sheer scale creates barriers to its
accessibility. The summary commissioned from agasibnal editor whilst skilful is
inevitably largely stripped of the complexity, ambities and importantly the voices of the
young people involved, thus making a dual outpséeesal to preserve the value and integrity
of the research whilst also addressing a broadi#ieace. In this way the ethical principles
guiding life course research, both ‘to make it dband to treat respondents and their
accounts ‘with respect’, have direct implicatioos the ‘artful’ work of representing lives
(Cole and Knowles 2001) in research outputs. Dedp# more systematised analysis of the
Zambia data, both interpretations remain depenaletie “unique position and perspective
[of researchers]... to identify and make explicitrttes and connections that give a particular
shape and meaning to a body of material” (Colekamaulvles p. 115).

Taking a more rigorous approach to subjectivity

Despite their different methodological emphases Ipotces of research sought a focus the
ways individual respondents made sense of theisliThey were firmly embedded within
what Paerregaard would call a broadly ‘subjecti@pproach to life history (1998) in which
“if we do not know the subjective meaning of liwgs are comparing and evaluating then we
cannot construct an adequate descriptive framew@kitson and Watson-Franke 1985:28).
However, the subjective accounts of life histore&se not in either case simply ‘taken at face
value’'. As Wengraf says, narrative methodologigactehe notion that “a person’s explicit
self-theory [is] sufficient for our purposes” (20 ). Whilst Wengraf's concern is
expressed in terms drawn from psychology, developsteidies too both values subjectivity
and simultaneously seeks to question it (cf. Pgaael 1998). In both these pieces of
research there was an attempt to both take subigcteriously and to go beyond treating the
subjective account as fact.

In the ageing research we did not attempt to reoactsfactual accounts and instead explored
the ways in which the life histories “involved imfoants ‘storifying’ their lives, so that they
make sense for researcher (Reissman 1994:114)ntiedological strategy enabled us to
reveal “how older people use understandings oflfaralationships to make sense of their
unfolding relations with children and their currevellbeing” (Lloyd-Sherlock and Locke
2008:1182). Respondents constructed particuladighrilas successful, as struggling or as
problematic and these social constructions weenafontradictory and inconsistent and
functioned to explain and in some cases justifgpfeople’s views of their lifetime or

current relations with those children. For example:

Eulogia talks about her daughters in very diffengays. She is rather disparaging
about four of them, comparing her own life of hamrk and ‘struggle’ to these
daughter’s easy lives. She claims that these datgyhte over-reliant on welfare
handouts and are incompetent at managing theiraimg&h money. She goes on to
complain (somewhat contradictorily) that one ofstaelaughters is too wrapped up in
her own work to raise her children properly, arat this has caused one grandson to
get involved in drugs and crime. Eulogia’s youngksighter is unmarried and still
lives with her. She is very compassionate abostdhughter, portraying her as
sensitive, unworldly and good-hearted, and expeessacern that her daughter will
be unable to cope with life when she becomes tddamlook out for her. For

Eulogia, key issues were whether her children shhee religious faith, whether she
felt their ethic of struggle and hard work compafaeburably with her own, and the
extent to which she felt they could rely on eadieofat difficult times. Whilst there

is a tradition of youngest daughters staying at&dacare for ageing parents,
Eulogia was keen to emphasise her youngest datglaténerability and

dependence on her. (précised from Lloyd-Sherlocklaotke 2008)
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These narratives drew discursively on genderedknorms about parent-child relations but
also showed the scope for agency and the rendgataft parent-child relations in old age.
The stories are valuable for what they tell us alotder people’s current state of mind and
the extent to which they feel that they have haifleawell lived’ (Rowe and Kahn, 1998)
rather than as a factual record of what actualpplkeaed across chronological time. The
articulation of self-justification or self-blame thin the narratives, which may indeed ‘distort
facts, provide rich insight into motivations, desirregrets and moral evaluations of older
people trying to make sense of their lives.

In the research on Zambian youth, we did attempiricavel’ the material ‘facts’ and key
events in their (much shorter) lives enabled usotapare individual accounts against one
another and to ask why certain events or circuragigrsuch as coming from a poor rural
family or a rich middle class one, were problematiadvantageous for some and not for
others. Our data combined respondents self-assesofehis issue (their contemporary
retrospective accounts of these relations) withersbructured (but nevertheless retrospective
and subjective) data on material and chronologieahts and achievements. In this case we
intuitively employed a method of analysis thatisome key respects parallel to Wengraf's
(2008) ‘twin-track analysis’. Wengraf proposes timaiterial from biographic narrative
interviews be analysed using a twin-track. Whils¢ erack focuses on the subjective memory
of the life, ‘the told story’, the other attempt&ature blind analysis’. This latter method
involves the researcher in reconstructing a chamioal event series for individual life
histories and using a panel of volunteers to exardiscrete ‘chunks’ of individual lives (in
the order in which they actually occurred) to disalternative and likely next steps in
ignorance of the respondents subsequent life coliteeresearcher can then use the ‘future
blind analysis’ to throw light upon ‘the told stary

We did not adopt this strategy, but did look corapigely at where children who had
achieved certain levels of success had come frgrofiking backwards in time through their
retrospective accounts), as well as using thetdataconstruct their trajectories as they
unfolded over ‘real’ time (by lookinfprwards through the lives of children who started in
similar ‘places’ and seeing where they ended wg® {gyure 1). This comparative analysis is
qualitative®, focusing on the different trajectories of yourapple and their accounts of how
and why events unfolded as they did. In this way'ltiographical inevitability illusion’ (ibid)
and self-justificatory problems associated witl-aecounts can be challenged to some
degree.

'8 The sample for this work is not statistically repentative. Rather young people have been
purposively selected to identify a range of experés of economic (dis)empowerment across both the
formal and informal sectors.
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Figure 1: Analysing trajectories ‘backwards’ and ‘forwards’

Most advantaged childhood
circumstances (3)

Relatively advantaged

childhood circumstances (1)
Nine young people who made $alid /

start’ camefrom ........ . )
4\ Poor but improving
childhood circumstances (0)

Worsening childhood
circumstances (2)

Poor childhood
circumstances (3)

Young people who were
‘already successful’ (2)

The sixteen young people who grew up Young people who were
in relatively advantageous childhood ‘going places’ (2)
circumstancesentontobe .........

Young people who had
made ‘a solid start’ (1)

Young people who ‘may
have potential’ (4)

Young people with ‘little
potential’ (3)

Young people ‘unable to
find a job’ (2)

Young people who were
‘economicallyexcluded’ (2)

The insights that arose form this process werdfgignt in trying to make sense of the
economic mobility of young people, particularly heame individuals from disadvantaged
backgrounds were able to make progress towardadesic empowerment’ whilst others
from more advantaged backgrounds seemed unabégpiialcse on this. For example:

“Ten young Zambians identified their childhood homes as ‘chronicallyop’, ‘poor’ or ‘moving in
and out of poverty’. Despite these difficult circstances, three have been able to make a ‘solid
start’ towards economic success....The three who gehto make a ‘solid start’ all had fathers
who had completed tertiary education and had gobs put faced poor childhood circumstances
as a result of the death of a parent in early bbitdl. Phileas went to live with his maternal
grandparents when his mother died; he had no domtamy financial support from his father, a
diplomat. Christina’s mother, Naaliah’s aunt andlarand Phileas’s grandmother all faced
hardship when they had to finance the educatidhesfe children placed in their care. Only one,
Christina, progressed beyond secondary school sweounting qualification largely thanks to an
older brother who ‘picked her up’ when he saw hetedmination.” (Locke et al 2008:31-32)
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The trajectories of many youths were often marked humber of false starts and
‘uncompleted transitions’ (Calves et al 2009:12bich as starting education late, or starting a
small business that fails, or dropping out of aatmmal qualification, and by ‘chance’ events.
Whilst ‘self-perceived chance events’ [were]....adltawvith which many people come to
understand their lives” (Shanahan and Porfeli 2007), these often represented pay-offs
from social and kinship networks in which young pleanvest opportunistically and from
which returns are highly uncertaimdeed, it was the quality of family and socialwertks

were very significant determinants of whether youtite able to move forwards. The
ongoing importance of interdependency of young f@sfives with parents, siblings,
spouses, children and other relatives beyond ihigal childhood circumstances was very
striking. For example:

The initially good economic position of her ‘relatly advantaged’ early
childhood did not last for Rose (‘economically axttd’). Rose’s bad relationship
with her abusive father worsened when she becaegpnt at the age of 13.
Under violent pressure from her father to get asri@mn she did not want, she
married out of desperation. Despite having threlelien with her husband and
against his wishes, she worked to earn money theakself back to school and
managed to complete her secondary education aghestds. However her
marriage collapsed and Rose took her childrenay with her mother. Rose
wanted to do a three-year course in journalism. Whex illiterate father heard she
was doing well he decided to sponsor her, but palg for one month, bringing
back the shameful pregnancy as a motive for stgpipi® support. Rose, now 23
years old, lives entirely alone, supported onlyth®y grudging charity of her
brother and her cousin. (précised from Locke @08i8)

These two methods avoid taking ‘self-theory’ aefaalue and give greater methodological
rigour to the interpretation of subjective accoulithilst free-flowing narratives give rich
depth for probing the social construction by indisals of their relationships with different
children, they do not offer enough systematic nialteletail to really enable a ‘twin-track’
analysis. Whilst the more directed methodologyhefs¢emi-structured interviews enabled a
twin-track analysis, this structure itself consted the extent to which respondent’s
themselves identified significant way markers aigdificant relationships. Our interest in
their progression through education and into woakied the narratives, privileging the
completion of certain stages of education overrgblessible way markers. Similarly, young
people’s constructions of relations with parentdjrgs, other relatives and friends were
articulated in their narratives in terms of theertiiey played their specific choices and
pathways through education and into work rathem thaother ways that might have been
(more) meaningful to them.

Locating individuals and the lives to which they ae linked in the wider context

The influence of social and historical factors @tworks of shared relationships is a crucial
dynamic for the exploration of ‘linked lives’ (EId2002:202). The interest in how
disadvantage is linked both within and across #eegations was central to both pieces of
research and requires an attempt not only to tram#ions of wider factors in individual
accounts but also to situate the interpretatiandifiidual accounts within a robust analysis
of ‘the changing times’ (Elder 2002: 210) and imtlebanging places that they inhabited.
This is particularly critical for constructing amterpretation that speaks to development
policy-makers and academics who are interestedsacil institutional analysis that points
to wider factors that are significant for the ‘m&riytheir interest is in what they can learn
from individual lives about the process of develepin Here we reflect on some of the key
challenges and insights arising from our diffen@ays of approaching this in the two pieces
of research.

" And whose tolerance for ‘idiosyncratic’ storieswever interesting, is decidedly limited.

11
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Our appreciation of the importance of context, méfaat the research on older people was
sited in Buenos Aires precisely because of Peleng first-hand knowledge of Argentina
and of excluded neighbourhoods within this €itelected secondary data and expert
knowledge of Argentine social, economic and pditizistory was integral to interpretation
but rather than having to design gathering thisrimftion into our research, we were able to
draw on Peter’s prior knowledge as the researcblded. Whilst context was considered no
less important for the Zambia research, our styadegl comparative advantage in this respect
was more challenging. The World Bank’s desire tastactively influence ongoing policy
efforts in Zambia around economic empowerment (Mewsr 2007) was a key motivation in
commissioning this research and our combined melbgital experience placed us in a
good position to take on an analysis of young pEsglathways to economic
(dis)empowerment. However, none of the primary stigators were established experts on
Zambia although the team did include local and loga# field researchers with considerable
knowledge and experience of Zambia. Key informatdrviews, which were integral to the
research design for other reasons too, and themgaghof secondary data thus were crucial in
this case for being able to make sense of theisha# narratives. This strategy was to some
extent imprecise in that we had largely to decigei@ri what we needed to know about the
history and current situation in Zambia and weeness placed to efficiently identify what
we wanted to know and where we could find it. Meexo our investment in gathering
contextual information was a supplementary actikétyrer than the main research focus and
thus bounded by money and time. Despite thesevasmns, our investment in an imperfect
understanding of the changing times in Zambia ptdeebe vital, and we hope ‘good
enough’.

For the ageing research, the history of the sgeeitluded neighbourhood was critical: the
experience of recent development here had fail@tpoove the security of the
neighbourhood despite social investment and alsated space within which a recent surge
in evangelical practice could thrive. Beyond tlhis mobility of individual respondents and
their children presented a challenge. Most inhabstavere migrants from different parts of
Argentina and did not share a clear local cultigantity. An understanding of historical
dynamics and geographically defined developmeptdoes of origin was important for
understanding respondents’ views of their curneeslin the neighbourhood. The dual
importance of changing places in which respondi@rgd and ongoing changes in the place
of settlement confirms the complexity of ‘life-gigamobility’ (Dureau et al 2009: 139).

For instance:

Carlos... was born in one of the poorest province&rgéntina, Tucuma’n,
where the economy was dominated by sugar-cane mttnoe He had worked
in the cane fields from the age of 14 years, butgmimany of the sugar mills
closed in the mid-1960s, he decided to migrateZemiles to Buenos Aires.
Carlos struggled to find stable work and had to enbwuse several times, but he
was acutely aware of the even more impoverisheditions in Tucuma’'n. He
explained: “I'm glad | came here because of allgbgerty in Tucuma’n. It
breaks your heart to see how the people live tiidre.people back in my
village have to work on a daily rate cutting dovenub ... and they don't get
hardly anything for it. All over the province, pdegave to work like that just
for food.” (Locke and Lloyd-Sherlock 2008: 1192)

Movements of children in and beyond the neighboodhaiso proved important in
understanding linked lives and a key finding was guccessful children tended to live

'8 Our first choice had been to work in a specificality where Peter had done extensive fieldwork but
this proved too unsafe to be a realistic propasiti®ajo Flores was a good second choice: Peter had
some familiarity with this neighbourhood and outef@eper lived there making it a second best
selection.

12
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outside the neighbourhood and to maintain only termontacts with parents whilst the far
greater numbers of struggling or problem childremained within (never escaped) the
neighbourhood. Roberto’s experience illustratesathbiguity of remote relations with
‘successful’ children who have moved away:

About a year before our research, Roberto [64 yé#asked down his only daughter.
He had had lost contact with her when she was @ffilgy months old because his
marriage failed and the then migrated to BuenossiBhe was now married with six
children and living in a middle-class neighbourh@é@uenos Aires. Since then he
had visited her every week, and described the@icmpaintance as a near-miraculous,
life-changing event. Roberto’s life may have betear'sformed’, but he said that he
received little material support from his daughter..[living] in a tumbledown shack
and... .. visiting soup kitchens. He said that his daughtémat visit him in Bajo
Flores, because he did not want her to see howdéxe ILater in the interview, Roberto
admitted that he sometimes felt depressed, usatesalone, despite having found his
daughter... Given his daughter’s relative success;shameful’ circumstances and the
guilt of abandoning the parental role, Roberto régd her limited and one-sided
engagement with him as excusable and, to sometextbat he wished.” (LIoyd-
Sherlock and Locke 2008: 1186-7)

Roberto’s experience contrasts with that of magirmants relations with the greater number
of ‘struggling’ or ‘problem’ children who still lig nearby, in Bajo Flores or even with the
respondent:

Despite the apparently numerous offsptingnly one informant saw herself as
heavily reliant on younger relatives for economipport. In the great majority of
cases, the informants claimed no reliance or itdéitthat one of more of their
children were economically dependent on them.... womere more likely to see
themselves as on balance net care-givers ratheictra-receivers — they said that
they provided support for spouses, grandchildreh emseveral cases, seriously
disabled children.... In some cases, older people etitldren in the neighbourhood
were forced to rely on charity and begging. Sevexaressed deep bitterness at the
lack of support they received. According to onesoldoman, ‘I worked while | had
the strength to. | gave them [children] everythiNgw I've lost my strength and
can’'t do anything, they've just vanished into thin’. Her words point to the felt
injustice of her situation; she affirmed that slhs been a good mother and did not
deserve to be abandoned in old age. The numbérugigling or ‘problem’ children
was much greater than the number regarded as sfigicés many cases, this had
substantial impacts on the informants’ lives. Thaaern that a child or grandchild
might ‘go off the rails’, or that a problem childowid behave ‘destructively’
(harming either themselves or the informant) wasewalent source of unhappiness
and vulnerability among the older people in theghbburhood. Living in such a
neighbourhood may contribute to problematic refeghips, and receiving scant
support from children reduces an older person’dppities to live elsewhere.
(précised from Lloyd-Sherlock and Locke 2008)

For our sample, then, children represented a suietaource of vulnerability rather than
security for older people and this appears torieeli to the contexts in which they have lived
and how latterly Bajo Flores has changed arounahthe

The ageing research was designed to probe thehaalifetime relations with children and
wellbeing in later life were gendered. Gardner fgoout in her investigation of ageing
amongst Bengali's in Tower Hamlet’s that gendefedénces in narration should not be
interpreted simply as the ‘silencing’ of women katrarchal culture but are revealing of

‘how they think about themselves and how they wishe seen” and that this is in part due to

19 Of the 22 respondents, 17 had at least 3 survistiiigren and many had large numbers of
grandchildren.
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the way in which “structural and ideological reteits” shape the histories that women (and
men) tell (Gardner 2002:62-63). In our instanceyas men who in general were less talkative
but their individual stories reveal that genderedeotypes thadlder women keep in contact
with many children, while older men have tenuounkdito few children and the implications
often drawn, that children matter more to womelaier life, could not be sustained.

“Whilst the informants’ narratives made discursisse of social norms about
gendered parent-child relations, these norms deayture the complexity of
actual relationships and the possibilities for gatating the meaning of these
relationships over time. Older men were somewhaertikely to have lost
contact with children earlier in their lives. In si@ases this was perceived as
involuntary, either as a result of separation agration, rather than as a result
of selfish or irresponsible behaviour, and the rinfants expressed deep regrets.
Several female informants also felt, however, thay had suffered from loss of
contact with a child as a result of disintegratiatationships and migrations to
Buenos Aires, and some expressed strong regrets #ii® Furthermore, loss
of contact or distant relations with children eanyife did not preclude re-
establishing or improving relations with childremdagrandchildren in later life,
nor sadly the converse — relations with childrenld@lso become more distant
or problematic in later life for both men and womemRather than discount the
importance of gendered identities in later lifeest stories demonstrate their
complex effects....Gender matters, but not in thepfied and predictable way
that is commonly assumed.” (LIoyd-Sherlock and Le&2Kk08: 1197)

In this way, our engagement with context not oelyeraled how broader social and
institutional factors play out in individual livelsut crucially allowed us to question key
assumptions underpinning ageing and developmeityp®luch policy thinking in this arena
erroneously assumes that children are a souragppbst for older people (UNDP 2002) and
that whilst women are often able to capitalise difetime of investment in children, those
without surviving children and older men are esaicivulnerable (UNDP 2005, Beales
2000). This logic underpins thinking in ageing pglaround cash-transfer programmes
(Lloyd-Sherlock 2008) and informs much quantitativerk (Palloni 2001) where the near-
ness and particularly co-residence with childremloa uncritically regarded as a positive for
older people. The findings also argue against diowgthe inevitable bias against research in
socially-excluded contexts, since experience herg so very different from what is
commonly assumed, as well as suggesting that thertance of comparative research in
‘socially-included’ neighbourhoods, where closemusiay of parent-child relations may
reveal previously concealed ambiguities.

The Zambian youth work also made use of secondateytd anchor particular life histories
and linked lives within the turbulent economic guditical changes that have affected
today’s youth so severely. For example, our datdicoed that the education of young
Zambians is lower than that of their fatif8see also Chinguta 2001) and that many of
respondent’s personal trajectories, particularthwespect to accessing tertiary education,
can be directly linked to the impact of educatienter restructuring from 1991. However, as
Isiah (‘going places’) told us “secondary schoddtifl a luxury in Zambia” (Locke et al
2009:78). But in addition, considerable attentiaswlso paid within the semi-structured
interviews to going beyond informants views abdirt own success (or lack of it and the
reasons for this) to explore their normative vi@nghe wider context for youth economic
empowerment in Zambia and how they compared tlohiesements (or lack of them) with
others of their age.

20 Of our non-representative sample 69% (41/60) yaZambians completed secondary school or
higher whilst reporting that 78% (37/47 for whicle Wave this information) of their fathers completed
secondary school. Further whilst 49% (23/47for Wwhi@ have this information) of fathers have some
sort of post-secondary education, only 33% (2066@ur sample of young Zambians do.
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The ten young Zambians who ‘may have potentiat'tfet ultimately self-employment
was preferable to self-employment, notably becatiske freedom the self-employed
have to take action, and to avoid exposure to kEsdrhent, financial or otherwise. Iris,
who has her own salon, and Lucy, employed in tharmnal sector as a tailor, both say
that when you are employed you have to “hand dwemntoney that you make to your
employer”. Overall informal employment was the tgareferable form of employment as
“working for an individual” was seen as objectiotehltombined with long hours and
poor pay, thus making it hard to simultaneously pagtudy for further qualifications or
to save the start up capital needed to set upendivn. Whilst employment in the

formal sector offered better financial securityyfeonsidered it a realistic opportunity
particularly given their dissatisfaction with owmetr educational achievements and lack
of the right social contacts. Many in this grodfen have long range strategies involving
incremental improvements in their working situaioRor example, Jones is hoping for a
driver's job and is active in that direction; thdll enable him to learn some skills in
mechanics, which he thinks offers a good foundaiboriuture progress: “l will be

looking for other things, so when | have that cleahcan have my own thing”. As

Simon notes “it is not just a matter of an oppoittunoming your way, but it is also

about how you utilize that opportunity as well”. Main this group see success in terms
of the distance separating them from being sucekde6 sees successful people as those
who come from rich families, and Everlasting putthis way: “Ah like people who have
money, it is very rare to find them helping peoplego have nothing and are in need, even
when you have good business plans and you go to &mg say oh | want this, it will

take years for that person to help you.” (précisenh Locke et al 2008)

In this way their aspirations for the future reflbdter experiences in the past but what is peshap
most striking is their long range strategies taéneentally carve out improvements in their
economic circumstances in what they perceive ta bery hostile environment. Nevertheless,
their combined perspectives and personal expeseviter important insights into the

distribution of opportunities for economic advanesin Zambia. People ‘like them’ with

missed educational backgrounds and nobody to ‘¢hemn’ forwards to a job or business need to
work hard over the long term all the while makimga#l ongoing investments of various sorts in
being able to improve their situations againstatiés of better-connected, better-financed, and
nakedly-exploitative competition.

Together with the purposive sampling that was ifigdtacross the labour market, their
perceptions of the wider context of their life éetiories enabled a strong analysis of how
Zambian youth ascribe their successes and faitarpsrsonal factors or changing social
structural conditions. A wide range of policy red@ conclusions emerged from the study that
pointed not only to improvements in expanding as¢edurther education and to employment
opportunities but which raised substantial concéabsut the frequency of adverse events and
over-reliance on strained social networks) thahteal to the need for mitigating public
interventions. In contrast to widespread anxietyulmoral decay amongst an idle/unemployed
youth, the life histories revealed astonishing @egsance in the face of adversity. In addition, the
results questioned a number of prevalent assungpfpiertinent to the field of youth transitions to
economic empowerment. The young Zambians here di@wenomic empowerment not in
narrow terms of ‘having a job’ but more broadlyténms of having the security of resources to be
able to fulfil family obligations build and looktaf one’s immediate and extended family. The
relationship between educational attainment, wapgedence, work aspiration and income was
considerably more complex than anticipated illusigathe difficulties of ‘reading off’ a young
person’s prospects from their education or undeditg their wellbeing from their positioning
within the labour market. Finally the ambiguityfamily relationships was emphasised by the
fact that “many young people experienced the pressuom their families to take on financial
responsibilities, together with the claims of degesnts (living with them or apart) as a
considerable burden, so that “somehow instead iobgorwards, you are going backwards.”
(Locke et al 2008:xi). The interdependence of theés was both the motivation for economic
empowerment, a helping hand in that direction andrestraint on their achievements.
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Conclusions

Specific methodological choices in thematicallydsed and more directed approaches to life
course analysis create particular challenges apdramities for analysis and interpretation.
We have considered the challenges and opportuatigisg in two contrasting pieces of
research in relation to three central themes: ngagémse of different narratives; engaging
critically with the subjectivity of narratives; amdfectively contextualising individual lives in
wider development processes. We have argued faedrpr greater methodological scrutiny
of the kind of ‘heterodox’ life history work thag increasingly being taken up within
development studies for theoretical and policy aed®e Whilst the more narrative-
interpretive methodology is widely accepted withiralitative research its validity is widely
discounted by more quantitatively orientated redeans and ‘research users’. On the other
hand, the more ‘mixed’ methodology of the semi-aited life histories can speak more
effectively to the non-initiated but is more diveng from the established methodological
requirements of doing subjective life history wotkne aspect of building a stronger case for
the usefulness of narrative methodology needsva\e greater methodological reflection.
Here there is a need to avoid the tendency towamazmatism that can be found in policy-
orientated work within development studies and Wwiscsometimes used to obscure
methodological reflection.

Reflection on methodology is, of course, a core phthe reflexivity that is central to any
qualitative inquiry, not just life course analysaasd most particularly it is integral to any
claims it may make to rigour. Claims to rigour akesely bound up with the epistemological
roots of life course methodology but this doesmean that there is only one place to sit
(Cole and Knowles 2001). Indeed, whilst the agegsgarch was overtly constructivist, in the
sense that it did not attempt to establish or rsont historically factual accounts, the youth
empowerment research might be described as betigakrealist, in the sense that it does
seek to anchor accounts to specific objective fiastshat it also acknowledges that the social
construction of lived experience. These epistemo&dgmperatives are played out in the
respective design, interpretive strategies andesgmtation of findings in each case creating
the sort of ‘internal consistency’ required for agb life history research (ibid:125). This
points to the equal value of ‘mindful-ness’ in tee of heterodox as well as narrative-
interpretive applications of life course methodadsg

Antoine and Lelievre argue convincingly for theuabf qualitative life course analysis to
compliment more quantitative approaches (2009) wafald like to suggest that another shift
away from ‘methodological fundamentalism’ (Levy ahé Pavie Team 2005:23) to address
the methodological concerns of life-focused apphneacLife-focused approaches have
important pay offs in reaching development studiesd development policy audiences and
they will be strengthened by greater methodologiedlate. Life course methodology enabled
these pieces of research to explore subjectiveatiihs on experience over time in ways that
were revealing of the significance of linked livesndividual strategies, aspirations, and
evaluations within shifting contexts and circumsis These ways of making sense of
ageing lives and young lives offer unparalleledghts into the ‘life-worlds’and ‘life-times’

of those concerned allowing us to understand dyosamd process of social institutional
change across timad what it means for those concerned.
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