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Backgroundiandipurpoeses

’ What do we know about consensual unions in Spain and in Latin America?

. PP . - . . % of cohabitation by sex and country,
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What do we want to know about consensual unions of Latin-Americans in Spain? ’ Multi-variable Regression Models

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: ANALYSIS: - Analysis sample: - Selected variables

- Are Latin-American immigrants in Spain really cohabiting more
than other immigrants and more than Spanish population?

- Is this singularity in union formation patterns of Latin-Americans \l»

related to:
- Socio-demographic composition?

Using appropriate data:

- We compare union formation patterns of Latin-
American immigrants to those of other immigrants
and of Spanish population

- We explore determinants of cohabitation using

y

> Men and women in heterosexual union between 15 and 49 years
old

- Dependent Variable:

> ‘Union type" Likelihood of being in consensual union
instead of in marriage

+ STEP 1: General models

ter,;,,c

Union type

Intermarriage
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Age gap between

Number of children
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Migrant condition? > Logit regressions by sex applied to all unions

Influence of patterns in the countries of origin? multivariable regression models

Differences in the signification of cohabitation? / Time of residence

- STEP 2: Specific models by origin

> Logit regressions models by sex applied to Spanish and
Latin-Americans
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Results

Cohabitation Patterns of Spanish and Latin—-Americans in Spain Determinants of cohabitation of Latin—-Americans in Spain

ORIGIN
Trends in cohabitation by sex and origin (age 15-49), 2001-2007.

STEP 1: General Models

0Odds ratio of the likelihood of being in consensual union instead of in marriage, by sex and with and without control variables
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Model 2: control variables: age, educational attainment level, number of children, intermarriage, age gap between spouses
Cohabitation by age and sex, Spanish vs Latin-Americans (age 20-49), 2007.
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MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS:

In answer to our two main research questions, the comparison analysis of the ¢ patterns of Latin-A ican il in Spain suggests that:

- HIGHER LIKELIHOOD OF COHABITING: In the context of increasing cohabitation in Spain, international immigrants present their own partners. More specifically, Latin-Americans are sngnlfcamly more likely to be cohabiting than Spanish and than other immigrants.

- MORE SELECTED PROFILE OF COHABITANTS: Determinants of cohabitation are basically the same for Spanish and Latin-Americans (negative effect of age, except for level is no related to the likelihood of cohabiting for Spanish, while for Latin-
Americans higher educational level still reduces the likelihood of cohabiting.

FURTHER RESEARCH:

The particularities of Latin-Americans in terms of cohabitation patterns remain to be fully explained. Nevertheless we can conclude that:

-~ The single migrant condition does not explain Latin-American singularities because their pattern clearly differs from the one of other origins (Africans and Asians).

— Therefore, the idea that a link with the patterns in the countries of origin is important is clearly reinforced. A country specific analysis could help to further test this hypothesis.
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